
 

 

Year 9/10 Society and Environment Course Outline 2014. 
 
COURSE OUTLINE  
 

The Year 9/10 Curriculum provides a study of the history of the modern world and Australia, from 1850 - to 
the present, with an emphasis on Australia in its global context, The 20th Century became a critical period in 
Australia’s social, cultural economic and political development. The transformation of the modern world 
during a time of political turmoil, global conflict and international cooperation provides a necessary context 
for understanding Australia’s development, its place within the Asia-Pacific region, and its global standing.  
 
The history content at this year level involves two strands: Historical Knowledge and Understanding and 
Historical Skills. The content provides opportunities to develop historical understandings within three depth 
studies. In 2014, we have chosen to focus on Progressive Ideas and Movements, Rights and Freedoms 
(1945- present) and Popular Culture (1945 – present). A framework for developing student’s historical 
knowledge, understanding and skills is provided by inquiry questions through the use and interpretation of 
sources. Key questions will include:  
 

1. How did new ideas and technological developments contribute to a change in this period? 
2. How did the nature of global conflict change during the twentieth century? 
3. What were the consequences of WWII? How did these consequences shape the modern world? 
4. How was Australian society affected by other significant global events and changes in this period? 

 
As part of the new Australian Curriculum there will also be a focus on ICT, the Asian Region, Indigenous 
Australians and Environmental Sustainability.  
 
ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD  
 

By the end of year 9, students refer to key events and the actions of individuals and groups to explain patterns 
of change and continuity over time. They analyse the cause and effects of events and developments and make 
judgements about their importance. They explain the motives and actions of people at the time. Students 
explain the significance of these events and developments over the short and long term. They explain 
different interpretations of the past.  
 
By the end of year 10, students refer to key events, the actions of individuals and groups, and beliefs and 
values to explain patterns of change and continuity over time. They analyse cause and effects of events and 
explain their relative importance. They explain the context for people’s actions in the past. Students explain 
the significance of events and developments from a range of perspectives. They explain different 
interpretations of the past and recognise the evidence used to support these interpretations.  
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Term 1 and 2   Progressive Ideas and Movements, Rights and Freedoms and Popular Culture  
 
Wk Historical Knowledge and Understandings Historical Skills Assessments 
1 -  Overview-  

- Identifying the 7 concepts for historical inquiry 
- Investigating the changing nature of the sources that provide a record 

of life in this period, such as paintings, travellers’ journals and the 
development of photography and videography.  

- Continuing efforts post-World War II to achieve lasting peace and 
security in the world, including Australia’s involvement in UN 
peacekeeping 

- Creating a chronological account of conflicts in which Australia has 
been involved in. 

- Outlining the purposes of the United nations and the key places they 
have been involved in (for example, East Timor) 

- The nature of the Cold War and Australia’s involvement in Cold War 
conflicts (Korea, Vietnam, The Gulf Wars, Afghanistan). Cuban 
missile race, proliferation of arms. 

- Outlining the competing ideologies of Communism and Capitalism, 
the US as the world’s last superpower and the rising influence of 
China and India. 

- Tracing key developments in technology since 1918 that have 
changed the world (travel, Leisure, education, home, work) 

- How did the nature of global conflict change during this period?  

Using interactive 
timelines to explore 
the various 
manifestations or 
effects of an event in 
different 
geographical 
locations. 
 
Defining and using 
terms and concepts 
such as ‘liberation’, 
‘human rights’, 
‘popular culture’ 
and ‘contestability.’ 
 
Identifying the 
origin, context and 
purpose of primary 
and secondary 
sources. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Historical Skills 
Test 

6 Rights and Freedoms 
- What rights and freedoms do we enjoy in Australia today?  
- What are the origins of the Human Declaration of Rights? 

(Contributions of H.V. Evatt) 
- Background to the Suffragette movement. 
- Background to the struggle of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples for rights and freedoms before 1965. Examine 1938 day of 
mourning and the stolen generation 

- Read/View accounts of Aboriginals who were forcibly removed from 
their families. 

Recognising that 
historical 
interpretations may 
be provisional 
 
Analysing the views 
of both men and 
women at different 
times regarding 
gender equality  

 

7 The US Civil Rights movement and its influence on Australia 
- Outlining the freedom rides in the US, how they inspired civil rights 

campaigners in Australia, and how they became a turning point in the 
Aboriginal people’s struggle for rights and freedoms 

- Rosa Parks/ Segregation. 

Placing in sequence 
the main events of 
the freedom rides 
campaigns between 
the US and Australia 
and explaining the 
links between the 
two campaigns. 

Document 
Analysis test 
 
 

8   The significance of the following civil right achievements:  
- 1962 right to vote federally,  
- 1967 Referendum; 
- Reconciliation;  
- Mabo decision ; 
- Bringing them home report.  

Describing the aims, tactics and outcomes of each event.  

Explaining the 
context of the 
‘BTHR’ and the 
significance of that 
context in 
understanding 
responses to the 
report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



9 Methods used by civil rights activists to achieve change for Aboriginal people, 
and the role of Eddie Mabo and terra nullis.  

- The efficacy of television in bringing the struggle for rights and 
freedoms to national attention. 

The continuing nature of efforts to secure civil rights and freedoms in 
Australia and throughout the world.  

- Identifying areas (for example education, health) that are the focus 
for continued civil rights action 

- The significance of the 1990 UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. 

- Revision on how to create a report 

Changing a key 
question or related 
questions in an 
inquiry depending 
on the suitability of 
the sources 
available 
Developing 
questions about 
aspects of the past 
that require 
historical argument 
 
Identifying and 
locating relevant 
sources, using ITC 
and other methods. 

Research 
Assignment:  
investigating the 
legacy of 
children’s 
experiences in 
orphanages, 
Children’s homes, 
foster care in 
Australia. 

 
10 

Popular Culture 
The nature of popular culture in Australia at the end of WW11, including 
music, film and sport 

- Identifying sports that were popular in Australia such as football, 
horseracing and cricket 

Developments in popular culture in post-war Australia and their impact on 
society, including the introduction of television and rock and roll  

- Investigating America’s cultural influence, as seen in the arrival of 
television for the Melbourne Olympics (1956) and Bill Haley’s 
Australian tour (1957) 

- Comparing and contrasting views on the values and beliefs of rock n 
roll, film and television across time, age and gender (for example 
issues of conservatism and rebellion, the challenge to established 
ideas and nation identity.  

 Identify the origin, 
purpose and context 
of primary and 
secondary sources.  
 
Examining the 
different accounts of 
the first rock and 
roll tours of 
Australia and 
identifying the 
different 
perspectives based 
on age. 

 

11 
12 

The changing nature of the music, film and television industry in Australia 
during the post-war years, including the influence of overseas developments 

- Identifying American and Asian influences on Australian popular 
culture since WW11 

Australia’s contribution  to international popular culture (music, film, 
television, sport) 

- Investigating the changing contribution of the Australian rock n’ roll, 
film and tv industries to Australian culture and identity through the 
development and export of music, film and tv, For  ex ‘Crocodile 
Dundee.’ 
 

Locating sources for 
recording oral 
histories. 
 
The role of ICT in 
providing access to 
sources and the need 
to ask questions 
about these sources. 

 

13 Continuity and Change in beliefs and values that have influence the Australian 
way of life. 

- Describing significant examples of continuity and change in beliefs 
and values, such as democratic ideals, religious beliefs and 
egalitarianism.  

Understanding that 
the reliability and 
usefulness of a 
source depends on 
the questions asked 
of it 

Moderating Task 
with KSHS – 
Document 
Analysis 

14-
15 
  

Progressive ideas and movements  
The emergence and nature of key ideas in the period, with a focus on 
Darwinism.  

- Explaining why an idea emerged and the basis of that idea  
- What is Darwinism? 

The reason why Darwinism emerged and developed a following, such as the 
discovery of the Galapagos Islands 

- Investigating where Darwinism took off and what groups of people 
supported the idea. 

 

Using interactive 
timelines to explore 
the various 
manifestations or 
effects of an event in 
different 
geographical 
locations 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

16 The role of an individual or group in the promotion of Darwinism, and the 
responses to it from, for example, workers, entrepreneurs, land owners, 
religious groups 

- Explaining how religious groups responded to the ideas in Charles 
Darwin’s 1859 book on the Origin of Species. 

- View the film ‘Creation’  

Locating historical 
sources from 
archives, museum 
and online 
collections 

Unit Test – 
Historical content 
and understanding 

17 - 
20 

Multimodal task – Responding to the key inquiry questions for each year level 
Year 9 – How did new ideas and technological developments contribute to 
change in this period? 
Yr 10 – How was Australian society affected by other significant global events 
and changes in this period?  

Select and use a 
range of 
communication 
forms and digital 
technologies. 

Multimodal 
Presentation – 
Responding to 
Key Inquiry 
Question 


